
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Local Surveyors 
Trevor Whitling, 1 Ashworth Close, Crick, NN6 7XD. Tel: 01788 824191 

07767888255 

 

Craig Allen, 51 St Augustin Way, Daventry, Northants, NN11 4EG. Tel:01327 879 

655 

 

Michael Clarke, Mill Wharf, Gayton Rd, BLisworth, NN7 3BN. Tel: 01604 858 

868 

 

Barrie Morse, 11 Silver St, Chacombe, Banbury, OX17 2JR. Tel: 01295 711941 

 

Balliol Fowden, Burleigh House, 273, Hillmorton Rd, Rubgy. Tel: 01788 541 020 
 

A full pre-purchase survey will cost you somewhere between £500 & £600; if the survey 

is out of the water it will also cost between £200 & £300 docking 

charges depending how the boat is taken out of the water. 

The level of survey is your choice. It can be a full pre-purchase survey of the whole craft, 

or an "in the water" report of the boat interior (internal services and quality of fit out etc.) 

or an out of the water hull survey alone, or simply an engine report. 

Remember that if seeking marine finance, the survey must include a valuation. 

If you have specific questions or worries, put the questions in writing to your surveyor 

before the inspection, asking for specific answers. 

Also ask if (s)he carries professional indemnity insurance & if (s)he is a member of a 

professional association. 

It is important to ask the surveyor what he is going to inspect and what he isn't; what he 

will do and what he won't do - there is no set routine/format as to what constitutes a pre-

purchase survey. Many surveyors will now include the issue of a new BSS Certificate if 

everything complies. 

  



Engine: There are 3 main categories of engine 

1. Air Cooled (Lister ST2) 

2. Water cooled (Beta 43) 

3. Vintage Engine ( Russell Newberry) 

   
 

Central Vintage  Modern water cooled    Lister SR 3 

 Engine   LPSW4   Air Cooled 

 

The type of engine you choose depends on several factors, knowledge, size of boat, 

amount of free time available, and simplicity.  The Vintage engine takes considerable 

time and knowledge but the more modern engine (Water cooled) is far easier to 

maintain and you don’t need specialist servicing. 

 

 

Heating: You have 4 main choices 

1. Solid fuel stove (Squirrel) 

2. Diesel fired stove (Lockgate) 

3. Gas Central Heating (Alde) 

4. Diesel Fired Heating (Eberspacher, Mikuni, Webasto, Hurricane) 

 

The type of heating you have is down to you or is already installed on the boat.  Solid fuel 

stoves are a dry heat but need to be prepared and take time to heat up, Gas and Diesel 

are almost instant. 

Heating water can be done via the excess hot water from the engine cooling system, 

central heating boiler or a back boiler. All have pros and cons. 

 

Electrics: Nearly all boats have a 12 v system installed, some have a 240 ring main via a 

land line, and some have inverters or generators. 

1. Landline.  A connection via a 240 v lead connected to the marina supply 

2. Inverter.  This converts your 12v supply to a 240v supply for domestic use – 

average price is from £800-£1500 dependant on size and make. 

3. Generator – Diesel are usually fitted at time of build and cost from £2500-£8000.  

Petrol Generators are only allowed if installed to the correct BSS standards. 

 

  



 

Stern:  Three basic Types of stern 

 

 

 

  

 

  
 

 
 

Length: 

The length of the boat that you will require depends on the number of people who will be 

aboard and the length of time that you will spend on the boat, while 50 feet plus is ideal 

for extended cruising or liveaboard, generally 30-40 feet is ample for a holiday boat. 

 

Plate thickness: 

Generally boats are now between 12/6/4 and 10/6/4 with older boats being from 6/6/4 to 

8/6/4.  As long as the boat has been regularly out of the water and had anodes on there 

Cruiser – An ideal if you wish to socalise 

on deck as with between 4-8 feet it 

provides ample space on the back for 

several people to stand  

Traditional – Ideal for liveaboard, short 

back deck of 2-3 feet in length, giving 

more room inside for living 

Semi—traditional – A good 

compromise between the above two.  

The looks of a traditional, with the 

space of a cruiser. 
 



should not be a problem.   (Always have a full out of water survey) by a registered marine 

surveyor. 

 

Beds  

Cross Beds 

 
These are located across the boat so have a maximum length of around 6ft inside the 

boat.  They are usually wider than the standard 4ft bed.  If you are tall there is rarely 

enough room to lye straight.  

 
Standard 4ft Double bed      

These are the standard type of bed found on boats and have a max width of 4ft and 

length of around 6ft 3” 

 
 

Extending Double Bed    .  

These are the standard length but have the ability to be pulled out to make 4ft6in or 5ft. 

The extra foot of mattress can be seen on the RHS of the picture, when the bed is pulled 

out the piece goes level with the larger mattress to make a full size double bed. 

 

 Galleys 

  

U Shape    Walk Through 

 

Galleys are made all shapes and sizes, the larger galley the less free space you have. 

  



 

Toilet: Three Types, pumpout, cassette and porta potti 

Pump out toilets are fitted at time of build and have a holding tank to take the waste, 

Cost of pumpouts are around £15.00 a time dependent on area.  Chemical cassettes can 

be carried anywhere to empty. 

 

Toilets 

Thetford Cassette Toilet                                       

These hare the modern version of a porta potti and are used widely in caravans and boats.  

They are usually plumbed in to the water supply of the boat and have a cassette that 

needs to be emptied every 3 days or so. 

 

Remote Tank Toilet                  

These are fully porceline toilets like you would have at home and they have a maccerator 

fitted so that the waste can be pumped via hoses into the tank.  The can block up if too 

much paper is put down them.These tanks are sealed and vented outside, they usually 

have a level guage so that you know when they are full and require emptying.   The can 

block up if too much paper is put down them. 

 

Pump Out toilet                

The toilet is acually located on the top of the tank and therefore discharges straight down 

into the tank.  These toilets are great and will very rarely get blocked but will need 

pumping out once a week. 

 

 

 

 



Costs of owning a Narrowboat 

 

Licence: for a 57’ 5” – 60’ 8” £991.31 per year. 

Insurance: Is worked out on the value of the vessel 

£40,000.00 = £350.00 per year 

£60,000.00 = £450.00 per year 

 

Moorings: This varies around the UK but for a fully serviced marina berth with water, 

electric hook up (charges may be incurred for a unit price), servicing, fuel, gas etc would 

cost from around £100.00 per meter per year – See our separate price list for moorings. 

 

Maintenance: You will need to have your engine serviced every 200 hours to keep the 

engine in tip top condition from around £150.00 per service, Blacking every 3 years 

£450.00 and general repairs around £500.00. 

 

Fuel: this depends on how often the boat is used and what runs off the diesel – it cost 

around £200.00 for fill a diesel tank and your need to allow approx 2 bottles of gas a year 

for cooking £50.00. (More if the heating runs off gas) Typically gas heating uses 1 13kg 

cylinder a week in the winter. 

 

Finance: for sums under £20,000.00 you can apply at your bank for a personal loan.  

Marine Finance can be arranged via Pegasus Finance. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CAPTAIN’S FOLDER



DAILY CHECKS 

 

EACH DAY, BEFORE STARTING THE ENGINE, CHECK THE FOLLOWING - 

1. Weed Hatch. 

Loosen the centre T bar and remove the bar holding the weed hatch lid and remove the lid 

(Always proceed with caution until you know what is around the propeller, it could be wire, 

fishing line etc.).  Reach into the water and check that the prop is clear.  The weed usually 

gathers round the shaft forward of the prop.  Replace the weed hatch lid, locate the retaining 

bar and tighten the T bar. 

2. Stern Gland Greaser. 

Turn the tee-handle of the greaser down (clockwise) one full turn twice daily.  If for some 

reason the stern gland is dripping turn down another turn and if that does not stop it please 

telephone us so that the problem can be sorted out. 

3. Bilge Pump 

The bilge pump is electric.  It is operated by a push button on the instrument or control panel.  

Each morning pump the bilges by pressing the button and keep it pressed until the water flow 

ceases.  Check the bilge’s occasionally and run the pump as required while cruising to keep 

them empty. 

4. Oil Level in Engine 

Before starting the engine each day check oil level on the dipstick.  Check that the level is 

between the two marks on the dipstick.  If it is not within these limits please inform us. 

 

EMERGENCIES 

1. Fire 

If you have a fire use the fire extinguisher to put it out.  Do remember that buckets of canal 

water make very good fire extinguishers and also that a folded blanket can be used to smother a 

fire.  TURN OFF the gas at the cylinder.  TURN OFF the battery master switch. 

2. Gas Leak. 

If you suspect a gas leak you must AT ONCE turn off the gas cylinders.  Then open all the 

windows.  CALL  OUT  RCR  before you attempt to use any gas appliances again. 

3... Breakdowns 

In the event of a breakdown please telephone someone like River Canal  Rescue (01785 

785680.  They should be able to send an engineer to fix your problem but if you get an answer 

machine  If possible leave a message including the following information:- 

NAME OF BOAT OWNER. 

NAME OF CRAFT 

LOCATION (bridge No - Lock No - Name of canal - Nearest village) 



NATURE OF PROBLEM. 

If you can still move on we will be happy to meet you at an agreed place and time. 

WATER SYSTEMS 

The water supply is fed from a tank of approx. 100 gallons.  The tank should be filled every 

day.  The hose for filling is in the front locker at the bow of the boat.  The water pressure is 

provided by an electric pump, which will switch on automatically when a tap is opened and 

switch off when the tap is closed.  (If you hear the pump running continuously first check that 

the toilet flushing valves are closed (see TOILETS).  If the pump does not switch off 

automatically (this will happen if you forget to fill the water tank) then it can be switched off 

manually using the switch provided.  Once the tank has been refilled the switch can be turned 

on again and the automatic system will take over. 

GAS SYSTEM 

The gas cylinders are stowed in lockers at the rear of the boat.  The cylinders feed through an 

automatic changeover valve.  No action is required by the user.   

Please treat the gas system with respect, as you would do when using gas in your own 

home. 

CENTRAL HEATING BOILER (Alde) 

Both water heating and central heating are provided by a gas boiler, situated by the airing 

cupboard. 

CENTRAL HEATING:  CAUTION.  This is a gas fired appliance and the fixed ventilation 

must not be obstructed; also ensure that the flue is not blocked or damaged. 

The central heating is controlled by thermostatic valves on the radiators, it is also necessary to 

switch the room thermostat ON, and set the thermostat to a comfortable temperature.  Make 

sure the radiator thermostat valves are set as required.  If heating is not required turn off the 

room thermostat. 

LIGHTING THE BOILER.  CAUTION.  If the boiler goes out for any reason wait 3 minutes 

before relighting to allow the flame safety device to cool down. 

1.  Set control knob to *.  Press down and simultaneously press the spark button repeatedly. 

2.  Light up is indicated by the gauge needle rising into the green section.  When needle is 

stabilised in the green release the control knob and set to position 6, or lower if desired in hot 

weather. 

 

LIGHTING THE EBERSPACHER BOILER:  On the instrument panel you will find a black 

switch with a green middle marked Eberspacher - to turn central heating on just pull out the 

switch.  The radiators are controlled by the valves on each radiator in each cabin.  To switch off 

the heating just push the switch in. 
 

WATER HEATING:  Normally adequate hot water is provided from the engine cooling 

system.  If hot water is required when the engine is off turn off all the radiators, set the 

thermostat above the ambient temperature and ensure that the room thermostat is switched on.  

This puts total heating priority to hot water. 



ELECTRICAL SYSTEM 

Electric power at 12 volts is supplied from batteries in the aft cockpit.  These are charged from 

an alternator on the engine, and the charge applied to the batteries can be monitored by the volt 

meter.  This should rise into the on charge section once the engine is started.  There is a master 

switch on the batteries that should be turned off ONLY in the case of fire (see 

EMERGENCIES).  No attention is required to the batteries or the electrical system.  If anything 

goes wrong please do not try to mend it - CALL US and we will come and fix it. 

Please remember that the batteries, though large are not inexhaustible.  It may be necessary, 

particularly in Spring and Autumn when the nights are drawing in, to conserve your batteries 

and ensure that the engine is run for at least 5 hours each day. 

If it appears that the batteries are low turn off all the equipment that draws on the batteries 

(inverter unit off, fridge off, water pump off, reduce lights to a minimum) and start the engine 

with the alternator on line essential services can be restored. 

An independent battery is provided for engine starting so even if the domestic battery bank is 

flat it will be possible to start the engine, however it will take some hours running to recharge 

the batteries to an acceptable level. 

 
ENGINE STARTING, HANDLING AND STOPPING. 

 
(SINGLE LEVER) 

To start the engine -  

1.  Pull out the throttle LEVER. 

2.  Open the throttle to about 2 o’clock (full throttle in cold conditions). 

3.  Turn on the ignition key exactly as in a car, turning it further against the spring until the 

starter engages. 

4.  Keep the starter going until the engine starts and then release the key. 

5.  Check that the alternator is charging and then throttle back to idling (throttle lever 

vertical). 

6.  If the engine does not start check that the STOP control is not pulled out. 

 

Engine Handling. 

Your boat is fitted with a single lever control for gear and throttle operation.  Pulling out the 

silver throttle lever button disconnects the gear mechanism and allows the throttle to be 

operated on its own for engine starting, remember to reengage the button with the lever vertical 

to allow gears to be engaged. 

Going Ahead. 

Push the lever forward and the first part of the movement engages forward gear.  Further 

movement increases engine speed. 

Neutral. 

With the lever in the vertical position the gear will be in neutral with the engine idling. 

Going Astern. 



Pull the lever back, the first part of the movement engages reverse gear, further movement 

increases engine speed. 

Rapid changes from fast ahead to fast astern and vice versa can damage the gearbox - 

please observe a slight pause in neutral. 

Throttle Control.  The engine power is provided to enable the boat to be stopped reasonably 

quickly and to give adequate margins for safe navigation on rivers.  Only a small proportion of 

the power available will be needed on the average canal.  Please respect the speed limit.  Never 

cause a breaking wake.  Remember that using too much power damages the waterway and 

does not increase your speed. 

Stopping the Engine. 

1.  Close the throttle (lever vertical) 

2.  Pull out the engine stop lever 

3.  Turn off the ignition key. 

4.  Once the engine has stopped, push the engine stop lever back in 

HINTS ON CANAL CRUISING 

Introduction. 

We would like our company’s reputation for care and consideration to extend to our use of the 

waterways and we therefore earnestly ask you to abide by the two golden rules of navigation. 

1. Do not waste water.  Lock gates should always be left closed and all paddles down.  When 

using broad locks try to travel in company with another craft - it makes locking more 

comfortable and saves water.  If another craft is approaching a lock set against you allow it 

to bring the water level to you. 

2. Do not cause a breaking wake.  The speed at which your boat causes a breaking wake will 

depend on the depth of the canal.  Remember a breaking wake damages the canal banks so 

your speed should be adjusted to avoid it happening, and use your skill as a steerer to seek 

out the deepest water - a breaking wake on one side of the stern tells you to steer towards 

the deeper water on the other side.  Regardless of the depth of the canal there is an overall 4 

mph speed limit. 
 

Getting Under Way.   

After making the routine checks, start the engine and leave it running for 2 or 3 minutes with 

the gear in neutral.  Cast off the mooring lines and get them and the spikes on board.  Coil up 

the lines so that they are ready for use again when you need them.  Have your crew ready with 

the shafts and get them to push the boat towards the middle of the canal, clear of the shallow 

water near the bank.  Push the gear lever forward and you are underway 

Navigating on a level 

In general keep to the centre of the waterway where the water is deepest.  Narrowboats swim - 

that is they tend to seek the deepest water and this may sometimes oppose your steering.  

Normally the boats steer accurately and can be navigated through bridge holes only inches 

wider than the boat without touching the sides.  Remember that the rudder moves the stern of 

the boat sideways - unless there is space to do this you cannot turn the boat. 

When meeting other craft keep to the right and maintain your speed unless the canal is 

particularly narrow or shallow, aim to pass quite close to the other boat, keeping in deep water 



if possible.  Quite coarse steering corrections may be necessary as the other boat passes.  Be 

prepared to be put aground. 

Do not try to overtake on the canal nor get too close to the boat ahead. 

When passing moored boats slow right down to reduce your wash to a minimum.  Be prepared 

for them to move out into the canal as you approach and be very cautious when passing 

dredgers and work boats - often they are not properly secured and will swing into your path. 

Slowing down and Stopping 

It takes a considerable distance to stop your boat, so allow yourself ample space to slow down 

when approaching any obstacles.  Remember that the rudder is only fully effective in forward 

gear, part effective in neutral and quite ineffective in reverse.  Therefore always slow down 

early and approach any tight spot slowly.  The wind has a good deal of effect on the boat so be 

ready for the drift as you slow down.  You will need to use reverse gear to stop, and when the 

way is off the boat select neutral and be ready with the shaft to hold the boat against any drift.  

If the wind is strong do not hesitate to put a rope ashore to help manoeuvre into and out of 

locks. 

If you have to stop in an emergency go hard astern and accept you will be unable to 

change the boat's direction.  If you are likely to hit something try to do it at the lowest 

possible speed! 

Mooring 

You can moor anywhere along the towpath except where prohibited by signs, or where it is 

unsafe, on a bend, in a bridge mouth or close to a lock.  Please do not moor on the offside 

as this is private land and not owned by British Waterways.  Please remember to keep dogs 

on leads at all times and don’t leave litter. 

 

Where you are close to BW moorings there are designated  7 and 14 day moorings – this 

means that you can leave the boat there free of charge for the time stated on the sign. 

Please make sure that when you tie up your ropes that there is not a tripping hazard to 

towpath users (refrain from tying to trees in the hedge).  You can use mooring spikes that 

you bank into the ground or use bollards (if present) and mooring hooks that hook onto 

the piling. 

Locks. 

A clear description of working a lock is given in the British Waterways Booklets and also in the 

Cruising Guide.  Problems encountered in locks usually result from becoming entangled in the 

lock gates, or allowing the stern to be dropped onto a lock sill.  If the boat is kept to the middle 

of the lock, away from the gates, difficulties will be avoided.  In wide locks it will be best to 

use ropes to hold the boat in place (do not tie up to bollards - loop the rope round and hold the 

end).  In narrow locks the engine can be used to hold the boat central. 

Always close fully all gates and all paddles after leaving the lock.  Do remember that locking 

uses water and that water is precious.  There is no greater crime on the canal than leaving a gate 

or paddle open so that water drains away and is wasted.  Lock through in company with other 

craft if you can rather than singly, particularly where there are wide locks. 

 



REMEMBER. - The person working the paddles on the lock should WATCH the boat as the 

lock is filling or emptying.  IF ANYTHING AT ALL appears to be wrong, close all the 

paddles at once and investigate. 

Flights of Locks 

It is well worth while, when working a flight of locks, to send a member of the crew ahead with 

a windlass to set the locks up in advance. 

Bridges. 

Most bridges are fixed and fairly narrow.  Get the boat straight when approaching them and 

keep it straight.  Some bridges have to be swung or lifted.  These need care in negotiating, 

particularly the lifting bridges on the North Stratford and the Llangollen Canal.  Pass through 

them slowly and keep well over away from the bridge. 

Tunnels. 

When going through a tunnel, use the headlight and look well ahead, trying hard to keep in the 

centre.  Occasionally look up to see that you are under the middle of the arch.  Wear a hat and a 

mac or anorak if you have them - there are liable to be drips and possibly small runs of water. 

The local tunnels are all two way and you may have to pass a boat coming in the opposite 

direction.  Slow down, keep the boat in gear to ensure accurate steering, keep close to the right 

hand side of the tunnel and be ready to counter the tendency of the bow to move out to the 

centre of the tunnel as the opposite traffic approaches. 

Going Aground. 

You will undoubtedly go around at some stage of your cruise.  As the stern draws more water 

than the bow it is usually possible to refloat the boat by going astern.  A push with the shaft will 

often slide the boat off the mud into deeper water, or simply moving the crew about may refloat 

you.  The only time when any difficulty may be experienced is when a strong wind is blowing 

you onto the mud; in this case try to use the shaft to hold the boat in deep water until steerage 

way is achieved. 

Mooring.  

When mooring do not expect to be able to pull close into the bank every time.  Very often you 

will have to moor 4 or 5 feet out because of shallow water.  To moor safely, therefore, get the 

bows in first.  Then get a crew member ashore with the bow rope.  If necessary holding the 

stern in with the shaft.  He should knock in a mooring spike and tie up the bow then knock in a 

spike and tie the stern finally secure plank ashore and the job is done.  Do please be careful 

NOT to moor where you will obstruct the canal, For example on a bend, by a bridge or close to 

a lock. 

Turning the Boat Round. 

Once you have gauged that you have enough room for the manoeuvre, slow right down and 

then turn the front end of the boat into the opening or nudge it gently against the canal side 

keeping the back of the boat in the main channel as far as possible.  When the boat has stopped, 

push the back end round with the long shaft.  Once the boat is almost round gently reverse out 

asking a member of your crew to be ready with the shaft to assist in turning the front end of the 

boat around.  The rudder and propeller are vulnerable in this situation and their damage could 

curtail your holiday. 



LAST BUT NOT LEAST. 

If you are coming to a sharp bend, a junction, a tunnel, a lifting or swing bridge or any other 

possible hazard SLOW DOWN EARLY.  Give yourself time and keep your attention well 

ahead of the boat - on larger craft have a member of the crew in the front cockpit to keep a look 

out.  You are the captain of a substantial craft - please take the responsibility that accompanies 

your command. 

Have a super trip 

 

 
Weltonfield Narrowboats Ltd 

Welton Hythe 

Watling Street 

Daventry 

Northants 

NN11 2LG 

 

Tel: 01327842282 

 

Fax 01327843754 

 

Email: enquiries@weltonfield.co.uk 

 

 

 


